
What does this mean? 

We will be having meetings in the New Year.  

Before then, please pray! 

 Pray to the Holy Spirit, specifically to inspire our parish and the whole process.  There is a Synod 

prayer, which is given at the end of this article.  (By the way – Synod means ‘walking together ’). 

 Use your prayer time to  ponder one of the 10 areas for reflection (see below); and make notes.  

What happens next?  
Take part!  

 Come to parish meetings in January & February for the opportunity to discuss experiences and 

Your Church – Your Voice! 

Shaping the Church for the future 

Pope Francis has called on the whole Church – the people of God – to 'walk together'.  

This is a new venture for our Church, and it is because we recognise that the Holy Spirit talks 

to everyone and anyone. The only way we can discover what the Holy Spirit is saying to us , is 

if we all prayerfully share our experiences, hopes, dreams and insights 

– and yes, this means you and me! 

Our parish, like every other parish in the world, will take part in this sharing and listening – 

and it's not just parishes, but every Catholic community which is involved.  We are 

encouraging **everyone** to take part.  



thoughts to help shape the future expression of the Catholic church 

 Complete a form (available from 11th / 12th December 2021) – and return by 8th / 9th January 

2022. 

Encourage others to take part.  

 Remember, it is for the whole Church, not just the church-going congregation, to share hopes and 

dreams of how the Church should develop in the future.  We do need you. 

 Give  a form to anyone who may not be able to get to a meeting, to allow their voice to be heard. 

Areas for reflection 

Why are we doing this?  

1 Walking Together. 
 Who are the community that should be walking with us?   

 Who used to walk with us but now we don’t see?  

 How do we welcome them?  

2 Listening. 
 How do  we listen to each other and make it a ‘listening of the heart’ not just of issues and 

topics?   

 How do we listen to the signs of the times and respond to them? 

3 Speaking Out. 
 What is communication like in our parish and diocese? 

 Are  we free to speak our minds frankly, but with charity and prudence? 

 How do I live out my prophetic vocation given by baptism? 

4 Celebrating. 
 How  does the liturgy of the Church or my prayer (private or in community) bring me closer to 

Christ and inspire me to share my faith with others? 

Pope Francis writes:  

“The synod experience allows us to walk together not just in spite of our differences but seeking 

the truth and taking on the richness of the polar tensions at stake. … What matters most is the 

harmony that enables us to move forward together on the same path, even with all our shades of 

difference.   

This synodal approach is something our world now needs badly. Rather than seeking 

confrontation, …. we need processes that allow differences to be expressed, heard, and left to 

mature in such a way that we can walk together without needing to destroy anyone. This is hard 

work; it needs patience and commitment – above all to each other.”  

(Pope Francis, Let Us Dream, pages 82-83)  



Synod prayer  

We stand before You, Holy Spirit, as we gather together in Your name.   

With You alone to guide us, make Yourself at home in our hearts.   

Teach us the way we must go and how we are to pursue it.   

We are weak and sinful; do not let us promote disorder.   

Do not let ignorance lead us down the wrong path nor partiality influence our actions.   

Let us find in You our unity so that we may journey together to eternal life   

and not stray from the way of truth and what is right.   

All this we ask of You who are at work in every place and time,   

in the communion of the Father and the Son, forever and ever. Amen  

 How central is the Eucharist to my life and how  does it change my relationships outside the 
Church? 

5 Co-responsibility in the Church’s Mission. 

 How do I work with the clergy and bishops in the mission Jesus gave to the whole Church, ‘Go 
and make disciples of all nations’? 

 What impact does our parish make on the people of Leamington, or further afield? 

6 Dialogue in Church and Society.  
 What is our dialogue with other people like within and outside the Church?  

 With other Christians, with people of other faiths or of none? 

 How  can we, as Church, make a unique contribution to the world? 

7 Dialogue with the Other Christian Denominations.   
 What relations do we have with our sisters and brothers of other Christian denominations, 

united with us by one baptism? 

 Do we listen to each other as we walk together ? 

 How  do other traditions enrich us, and what do we offer from ours?  

8 Authority and Participation. 
 How is authority exercised in our parish and diocese?   

 Each one of us is consecrated by baptism as priest, prophet and king; how can we collaborate 
with others, laity and clergy, in the life of the parish or diocese?  

 What are the fruits of this collaboration, and the challenges?  (Now or in the past ) 

9 Discerning and Deciding. 
 How do we discern together where the Holy Spirit is leading us?  

 Am I free to exercise my particular ministry and to participate in the common work of discerning 
and deciding? Do I help the bishops and priests in arriving at their decisions ? 

10 Training ourselves to Walk Together.  

 How do we educate ourselves, as individuals and as a community, in the spirituality of walking 
together, listening to one another and discerning what the Holy Spirit is telling us? 



Get in touch: 

 

For more information, check out the webpage (we shall be 
keeping this up to date with new developments): 

www.CatholicLeamington.org.uk/Synod 

 

Email:   SynodLeamington@gmail.com 

 

Write:   Synod Coordinator,  
  St Peter Apostle Church, 
  3A Dormer Place,  
  Leamington Spa,  
  CV32 5AA 

 

Phone:  07907 452235 

 

Feel free to get in touch with any ideas or comments you have. 

http://www.catholicleamington.org.uk/Synod
mailto:SynodLeamington@gmail.com

