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Synod Special 2 

Dare to Dream  

“This synodal approach is something our world now needs badly. Rather than seeking 

confrontation, …. we need processes that allow differences to be expressed, heard, and 

left to mature in such a way that we can walk together without needing to destroy 

anyone. This is hard work; it needs patience and commitment – above all to each 

other.” 

(Pope Francis, Let Us Dream, pages 82-83) 

Catholic Leamington has embraced Pope Francis’s call to share experiences, hopes and dreams of, 

and for, the Catholic Church.  As part of this process, the Walking Together team in Catholic 

Leamington has put out publicity, and produced a form for us to consider our views, encouraging 

everyone to take one and complete it, returning it before the end of January.  Forms were also 

given out at the Christmas Masses when the congregations are swollen by visitors.  The next stage 

of the process is for us to meet together in small groups to discuss specific questions.  These 

questions are different to the ones on the form and are more akin to the areas for reflection on 

the first Synod Special in December. 

Meeting schedule 

(See centre pages for the details of the meetings and questions). 

There will be 2 meetings held at each Church, one in the evening, one in the afternoon.  Both of 

the meetings in a church will consider the same 3 groups of questions and each church will have a 

different set of questions to consider.  The meetings in the churches are open to anyone regardless 

of which is their ‘home’ parish, and will be spread out throughout January, with an additional Zoom 

meeting in February. 

You are welcome to attend meetings to suit the convenience of location; time; day; in-person or 

zoom; or because you prefer the questions being covered.  Please attend at least one meeting.  

Please book so we can contact you if circumstances change and to give us an idea of how many 

tables and enablers we require for each meeting. However, if you have not been able to book, 

please come anyway. 

Booking 

Please register your interest / book a place, giving contact details (e-mail and / or phone 

number) and the meeting number (eg MEETING 4).  There will be sheets in our churches or 

you can email, SynodLeamington@gmail.com with the information.  We will use your 

details to let you know if a meeting has to be cancelled or transferred online, and if 

requested by NHS Track & Trace. 

mailto:SynodLeamington@gmail.com
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St Peter’s Church Hall, Dormer Place, Leamington Spa, CV32 5AA 

MEETING 1:  

Tuesday 11th January 7:30-9pm 

or MEETING 2:  

Friday 21st January 2.30-4pm 

Question 1:   

What would the Church look like when walking together as the people of God? 

What groups are missing now? 

How can we include them and make them welcome? 

Question 2: 

What particular God-given gifts do the laity and the clergy have which can be used to serve the 

parish and the wider community? 

How can we share the work and responsibility of serving one another in the parish and diocese? 

What difficulties do you see to implementing your dream? 

Question 3: 

How would you like the Church to be seen by those of other faiths or none? 

What could we do as a whole Church (laity and clergy) to make this a reality? 

What barriers do you see to implementing your dream? 

St Joseph’s Church Hall, Murcott Road East, Whitnash, CV31 2JJ 

MEETING 3:  

Friday 21st January 7.30-9pm 

or MEETING 4:  

Thursday 27th January 1.30-3pm 

Question 4: 

How would you like your relationship with God to be? 

What part does the life of the Church play in this? 

What changes in the Church would help your relationship with God? 

Question 5: 

What is meant by a listening Church? 

Which groups are currently not listened to? 

How can we become a more listening Church? 

Question 6: 

Where do you see the Holy Spirit at work today? 

How can we all be involved in listening to, and being guided by, the Holy Spirit? 
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Our Lady’s Church Hall, Valley Road, Lillington, CV32 7SJ 

MEETING 5:  

Friday 14th January 7.30-9pm 

or MEETING 6:  

Wednesday 26th January 2.30-4pm 

Question 7: 

What would be the effect on and in the Church, if everyone felt able to fully share their faith? 

How and with whom would we share? 

What barriers do you see to implementing your dream? 

Question 8: 

How and with whom should we share ideas and opinions about the Church?  (Charitably and 

with prudence). 

What barriers do you see to implementing your ideas? 

Question 9: 

What more would you like to see Catholic Leamington doing in mission and outreach in our local 

community and in the wider world? 

How can more people become involved in this vision? 

Zoom meeting 

MEETING 7:  

Wednesday 2nd February 7.30-9pm (join from 7:15) 

Question 10: 

How has your participation in church been affected by the pandemic? 

Question 11: 

What is your  dream for the Church, or for the parish, so that it can become more outward 

looking, more missionary? 

Question 12: 

To achieve this dream, what do we need to stop doing? 

What are we doing that needs to be developed or done differently? 

If you are unable to get to any of the meetings, please do ensure you complete and return your 

‘Walking Together’ form so that your views are part of the overall response of the parishes. 
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What can I expect at the meeting? 

• The meeting will last 1hr 30min

• Tea or coffee will be offered 30 minutes before the meeting starts

• Each attendee will be assigned to a table on arrival – there will be an enabler to guide the

table conversation

• The meeting will start with a prayer to ask the Holy Spirit for guidance and a short reading

to focus us.

• The meeting leader will give a welcome and an outline of the meeting plan and description

of the process

• 3 questions with their sub-questions will be covered, led by the enabler at your table, taking

25 minutes per question.

o Each person at the table can offer in turn brief thoughts about the question.

o There will then be time to interact about what has been said around the table.

o After pause for reflection, we ask ‘How should the Church proceed?’

• Each table will require a person to act as a scribe, simply to note main points.

• Thanks and final prayer.

• When the meeting has ended, the enablers will be asked to discern what has come from

their table

What Covid precautions will be in place for the in-person meetings? 

The Walking Together team will be taking Covid precautions at the venues. 

• Attendees, in consideration for all, should have had their vaccinations.

• We request that attendees consider doing a lateral flow test on the day.

• Attendees will be required to wear a mask at the meeting (unless exempt).

• The halls will be adequately ventilated (but this may make them colder than normal).

What can I do now? 

In the meantime, please pray to the Holy Spirit for a successful Walking Together in Catholic 

Leamington.  In preparing for the meetings, continue to ponder the areas of reflection (printed in 

the first Synod Special leaflet) and the questions of the meeting you will attend and make notes.  

Return any Walking Together Forms by the return deadline of the end of January 2022.  

What happens next? 

When all the meetings have been held and the deadline for return of the Walking Together forms 

has passed, a small team will discern what has been brought out and will produce a report which 

will be sent to the Archdiocese by the end of February.  This report will be published and made 

available in each of our churches. 

For more information 

Please check out the parish website Synod page for any up-to-date news about meetings and for online 

copies of the various forms.  www.CatholicLeamington.org.uk/Synod 

http://www.catholicleamington.org.uk/Synod



