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Our committee agreed to send an immediate
further £250 to assist the earthquake victims in
Afghanistan. In June your generosity enabled SPAN
to donate £500 to CAFOD Ukraine (£500 was also
sent two months ago); £500 to CAFOD Afghanistan;
£200 to Tools for Self-Reliance working in Uganda,
Ghana, Malawi, Sierra Leone, and Zambia; £200 to
LAFF (Latin American Fund for the Future) helping
vulnerable children in Peru; £300 to Children of the
Dump helping children in the Philippines; and £230
for a fridge freezer for a family resettling after
escaping domestic violence. This was in addition to
our normal monthly donations of: £ 200 to the
Saturday Friendship Group working with the
homeless in Leamington; £100 to the Warwick
District Foodbank;
and £50 to
Housing, Help,
Hospitality
(Kenilworth) which
assists formerly
trafficked women.
In addition, we
made our variable
monthly
contributions to
mission hospitals in
Kenya and Uganda.

Fashion Show
Saturday 17th September will see the return
of the highly successful Fashion Show which
was last held in 2019. This is a fundraising
event, and the proceeds will be shared
between Helping Hands and the Red Cross.
The catwalk
models are drawn
from across our
three churches. I
still need two
more male
models, so please
put your best foot
forward and call
me on 07780
543976!

In addition to the
catwalk show there is
live interval
entertainment,
refreshments, a bar,
and the opportunity to
buy clothes from the
Red Cross pop-up shop.
Tickets cost £10 per
person (including a glass
of Sangria). Free entry
for children.

Our monthly open meeting on Monday 11th July at
7.30 pm in a room in St Peter’s Church Hall we will
consider further support and other appeals.
Thank you for supporting our work through bank
standing orders or collection boxes in St Joseph’s or
St Peter’s Church entrance areas or use yellow
envelopes in any collection.
See www.catholicleamington.org.uk/span or contact
paulhayden444@gmail.com
Paul Hayden

Giovanna Yasez-Smith

Pastimes
Twenty-nine members of Pastimes enjoyed a wonderful
trip to the Black Country Museum on Tuesday 5th July.
We were lucky that the weather was kind.

Pastimes continues to offer camaraderie, tea/coffee
and a chat in St Peter’s Hall every Tuesday afternoon.
We would welcome more Scrabble players alongside
our jigsaw and crafts enthusiasts.
Our future activities include another Jumble Sale on
October 29th. We greatly appreciated the support we
had for our last Sale. The monies raised will be put
towards the St Peter’s boiler fund.

Mary Curran

St Vincent de Paul Society
The St Vincent de Paul Society is looking for a Treasurer to
help run the finance side of the conference at St Joseph’s. It
would suit someone with financial or bookkeeping
experience (using Microsoft Excel), but training will also be
given. It will involve three to four hours a month and
attending the conference meetings. If you can help us,
please contact Brian on 01926 613693 or David 07713
246987.

Harvington Hall Pilgrimage
The Annual Pilgrimage to
Harvington Hall – the Shrine to
the English Martyrs – is on Sunday
4th September 2022. The Mass is
at 3.00 pm with Confessions
available from 1.45 to 2.30 pm.
Please see the poster and sign-up
sheets on the Notice Boards at St.
Peter’s, St. Joseph’s and Our
Lady’s. If enough people wish to
go, a coach can be arranged.

The Saturday Friendship Group
The Saturday Friendship Group (Sfg) works with the
Salvation Army in Leamington and through our team of
volunteers we support the Way Ahead Project (WAP) –
a place for many who are homeless or vulnerably
housed (sofa surfing, in hostels, or inadequate homes)
where they can get food, washing facilities, advice and
support as well as warmth and friendship. Around
twenty-five people normally attend the weekday
sessions – and these are a mixture of familiar faces and
new people all needing some sort of support
This week one of the visitors said: “You probably don’t
realise what a haven this place is for people like me – I
feel safe and peaceful”

Since it was founded in 2009
the Sfg convener was Janice
Austin. Now that she and Brian
have moved to Bristol, Julia Fan
is our new convener, assisted
by volunteers who are taking
on various roles such as making
appeals, looking for other
volunteers and publicity

Can you make your JULY

plastic free?
On the Warwickshire Recycles website
Getting Started – Plastic Free July Challenge
there are lots of great ideas to help you get
started on getting rid of or cutting down on
single use plastics. Why is this important?
We will:


reduce plastic waste and the use of
our natural resources in creating it



prevent the chance of lightweight cling
wrap blowing into our natural
surroundings, where it will stay
forever



protect our wildlife who can mistake
plastic as food

Some of the teamwork is on Saturday (as the name
suggests) when a cooked breakfast is available, but
everyone helps to shop, cook and clear up – it is a real
joint effort. Others work on weekdays when snacks are
available, but we are all on hand to listen, to help the
paid staff and to help oil the wheels of the sessions in
many different ways. For example, find a pair of socks,
make sure that food supplies are available and make
sure that no one gets overlooked
We support WAP with funds every month too. SPAN
gives £200.00 a month and generous donors support
with Standing Orders – as well as regular fundraising –
we give £550.00 a month to support the extra Saturday
session

We are always looking for volunteers and would love to
hear from you if you are interested: Saturday mornings
for three hours or during the week (Mondays,
Wednesdays, Thursdays and Fridays) from 9.30 am–
12.30pm. You would not have to make a weekly
commitment but if you could commit to a rota that
would be helpful. If you would like to help with our
efforts please visit
https://www.catholicleamington.org.uk/saturdayfriendship-group-homelessness.html
or
email
cl.sfg@gmail.com and we can arrange for you to have
an informal chat and a taster session at the Way Ahead
Project. Come and see! You will find a welcome and
meet some interesting people
Jenny Armstrong

Ideas for food storage without cling film:


use wax wrappers for cheese/
sandwiches or other food stuffs



cover leftovers with a plate or
reusable bowl topper. Use old
margarine tubs, ice cream tubs for
storage.

Make sure your workplace recycles
and cuts down on single use plastic
– research alternatives.
Use a bar of soap instead of liquid in plastic.
Use reusable sanitary products and
toothbrushes made from bamboo.
There are lots more ideas…
Let’s protect our world!
Jenny Armstrong

Synod Follow-up Discussion (Part 1)
On 8th June there was a meeting in St Peter’s parish hall
to discuss what actions should follow on from the first
phase of our synodal initiative completed in February in
the three parishes of Catholic Leamington. A dozen
people attended, including parishioners of all three
parishes who had been involved in our synodal process,
Fr John, and a member of the Archbishop’s
evangelization team who had been interested in our
work in Leamington

priority for improvement at parish level.
It was agreed that the first step, to begin as soon as
possible, should be to communicate the Catholic
Leamington Synod Report to all those who have not read
it, through short extracts or explanations in the weekly
Newsletter, the monthly Newsletter EXTRA, Facebook,
YouTube, the Catholic Leamington website, short talks
after Mass, and other means, and in particular to share it
with local schools including Trinity.

It was recognized by all that each of the parishes is a
separate community with its own history and priorities,
but those present hoped that at least some of the follow
-up activities could be planned and implemented
collaboratively, as had been achieved in the first phase

Fr John promised to pass on the Catholic Leamington
Synod Report, as well as background information about
Catholic Leamington, to Fr Stephen Day; it was agreed
that a small group of those involved in phase 1 should
meet Fr Stephen soon after his arrival in St Peter’s
Some wanted to press on before the success of the first Presbytery.
phase was forgotten; others argued that a second phase
Further areas of agreement and actions proposed will be
should be delayed until after the summer, when those
outlined in the August edition of EXTRA, under the
working on it would be refreshed and re-energized,
heading ‘Synod Follow-up Discussion (Part 2)’.
when the report on the first phase had been fully
absorbed, and after the new parish priest of St Peter’s In the meantime, you are invited to put forward ideas on
and Our Lady’s had settled in. Two of the points on how to proceed or to volunteer to help take the synodal
process forward in our parishes, including making the
which there was general agreement were:
content of the Synod Report known more widely. In the
(1) the great majority of those who took part in the small
absence of a steering group for this phase, please email
group discernment meetings in the three parish halls,
your ideas and offers to Peter Dimambro
and on Zoom in January and February, found the
(mdimambro@hotmail.co.uk), who will share them with
experience very valuable and wanted to continue using
all those who express an interest in pursuing this
the process both to build community spirit and as an aid
initiative in our three parishes.
to decision-making in their parishes; and
Jonathan Holden
(2) however, most parishioners – both regular
churchgoers and others – did not participate in the
synodal process and remain largely ignorant of its aims Addendum: The National Synthesis or Synod Report of
or results. In particular, those who did participate were the Bishops of England and Wales is now available and
not truly representative of the diverse ethnic and social along with the Diocesan and Catholic Leamington ones
backgrounds of our parishioners. Since one of the can be accessed via www.catholicleamington.org.uk/
findings of phase 1 was that the Church needed to be synod
more inclusive and welcoming, this was seen as a

EXTRA is primarily for information that we do not have room for in the weekly newsletter.
But we can only publish what you send in; please send notices [preferably in Microsoft Word]
to
catholicleamington.extra@gmail.com
by 31 July for the August edition. The EXTRA team is Jane Rebika and Martyn Hathaway.

