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Coronavirus & homeless provision locally 

As things have changed dramatically & very quickly over the last few weeks, we at the Way 
Ahead Project (WAP) have put steps in place to keep everybody safe. In the space of a 
fortnight we went from a communal drop-in to moving it to a food line service from the 
door. It is now a ring the bell service for just the homeless & vulnerably housed. We are 
providing lunch bags for the still street homeless & food parcels/vouchers for anyone 
financially struggling. 
 
I am sure many of you are aware that the government asked that all street homeless were 
off the street by early April. This put a lot of pressure on Warwick District Council (WDC), 

especially as it does not itself have the necessary spaces and hotels & B&Bs were closing, and it is dealing with such 
a high risk group (the majority, but not all). 
 
Thirty-nine have been accommodated, nine are still waiting and three are refusing to be housed, so 'job well done' I 
say. The council is still working on the seven who are waiting as they need to find appropriate support for these 
individuals, hopefully this will be soon as I feel the situation is worsening. 
 
All of the 51 individuals are being supported by either WAP, Leamington Winter Shelter (LWS), Helping Hands or P3 
(Warwickshire Street Outreach) and we are all working with Warwick District Council to provide food and 
emotional support. WAP is providing a cold food lunch bag on Mondays, Wednesdays, Thursdays, Fridays 
and  Saturdays. We are also delivering out to all locations, along with telephone support.  

 
As you can imagine we are going through copious amounts of food and snacks while providing these bags so any 
help would be very much appreciated. We have received pre-packed sandwiches from Aubrey Allen which make 
things so much easier, but we are unsure if this is sustainable throughout the crisis. If not, we will then have to 
make up our own. We are reaching out for donations of cans/bottled 
pop, chocolate biscuit bars, yoghurts/cold desserts & crisps. 

This (rather delayed!) EXTRA is a special edition devoted to “Mission”: to inform a wider 
audience what the Parish is doing for others through its various groups. This idea germinated 
as a result of the meeting that a number of us had with Archbishop Bernard Longley when he 
visited Our Lady’s and St Peter’s churches in February. For the Warwick Deanery Visitation, 

Bishop William Kenney visited St Joseph’s Church . 

On that occasion the Archbishop first met everybody after Saturday 
Mass at Our Lady’s, where Kindaid and the Lillington branch of the 
Society of St Vincent de Paul (SVP) are active. Later in the afternoon His 
Grace then met several groups at St Peter’s: CAFOD, CLC (Christian 
Living Community), Dormer Senior Citizens, the Ecumenism Group, the 
Evangelisation Team, Justice & Peace, LiveSimply, Pastimes, the 
Saturday Friendship Group (sfg), SPAN (St Peter’s Aid to the Needy), St 
Peter’s SVP and Warwick District Faith Forum. Each group gave a short 
presentation of its work. Archbishop Bernard engaged with each group 

and was attentive to what was said, exchanging views and opinions in each case. He was also 
given literature to take with him with more detailed information.  

As well as being informative to the Archbishop, it was a wonderful occasion for group 
representatives to be at the same meeting and feel they were ‘in this together’, working for 
Christ in the world. But, on the other hand, it also highlighted how much more there was to 
do and how the labourers are indeed few. All the groups feel they need more 
active participants! 

Brian Austin 

Yvonne McKinnon, Way Ahead Project Manager  

The sfg works in partnership with WAP 

His Grace Archbishop  
Bernard Longley 
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Helping to save our planet… step by step 

The LiveSimply Parish group is planning to introduce a 
unique service called ‘Recycling for Good Causes’  to 
enable you to recycle unwanted items and turn them into 
valuable funds for LiveSimply’s designated charity, 
CAFOD. 

LiveSimply plans to set up collection points 
in the churches where parishioners can 
deposit unwanted items: these could be 
broken watches, jewellery or broken 
gold chains to cameras, games 
consoles, mobile phones, Satnavs, MP3 
players, any old currency and used 
stamps. Recycling for Good Causes has 

experts in place to ensure that all items received are 
individually assessed and recycled to get the highest price 
possible for the LiveSimply group’s designated Charity, 
CAFOD. It processes goods as quickly as possible, so that 
people are in receipt of their funds in no time at all. 
LiveSimply is ready to give it a try. There’s nothing to lose 
and everything to gain. 

CAFOD and Covid-19 

Coronavirus (COVID-19) has now spread to every 
continent except Antarctica, with confirmed cases in 
several African and Asian 
countries where CAFOD works. 

Covid-19 is no discriminator of 
people, nor nations. And many 
will not be able to respond to 
the threat of the pandemic as 
well as we are, without the 
infrastructure, medical facilities 
and communications we enjoy. 

CAFOD is working with 
communities across the world. 
As CAFOD’s Director Christine 
Allen said: “We are extremely 
concerned about the impact the 
coronavirus could have in developing countries with 
fragile health systems, because it will be the vulnerable 
and marginalised who will pay the highest price.” 

CAFOD is getting ready to reallocate funds to support 

communities which are poorest and hardest to reach. 
Do go to our website cafod.org.uk for more 
information. 

If this virus hits refugee camps, like 
the Rohingya camps in 
Bangladesh’s Cox's Bazar or camps 
for Syrian refugees inside and 
outside of the country, it could be 
catastrophic for the millions of 
people already struggling to 
access healthcare. 

CAFOD knows from its experience 
of fighting Ebola in West Africa 
that shattering myths by delivering 
clear and accurate information via 
trusted faith and traditional 
leaders, and promoting good 

hygiene practices, are both key to keeping people safe. 
Please hold all peoples affected by this virus in your 
prayers, especially those in countries with weaker 
healthcare systems.  

KINDAID NEWS 
Kindaid is pleased to have been able to 
send £300 to Helping Hands which is 
doing marvellous work supporting the 
most needy in Leamington. Our fund-
raising initiatives have been badly hit by 
lockdown. 
Sadly, our popular concert had to be 
cancelled and also the planned VE Day 
event could not take place earlier this 
month.  
Monthly cake sales had been a steady 
source of income, bringing in around £60 
a month (March raised a record £96). 

Thank you to 
the Kindaid 
committee 
whose 
members bake 
such delicious 
cakes. We 

look forward to the return of Mass at Our 
Lady’s … more cake sales 
will follow! Jo Mander Jenny Armstrong 

Sylvester Mutsigwa,  
CAFOD Birmingham  

Youth by Zoom  
UNITE, our Wednesday night youth group that 
normally meets in St Joseph’s Church Hall, is 
continuing virtually during lockdown using Zoom 
which facilitates meetings really easily. It  enables 
us to see each other on-screen at the same time. 
Since everyone tries to talk at the same time it 
can be chaotic (!) but we are managing to meet, 
to pray together for a short while and that is so 
important. Let us continue to pray for each 
other, and everyone working in the NHS and other essential services. If you would like your child to join the group, 
please contact me at catholicyouth7@gmail.com.  Emma Rayment 

Rohingya camps in Bangladesh are cramped and 
therefore vulnerable to COVID-19 

Some of the group went on the Fearless Retreat  
at Alton Castle just before lockdown 



The NEXT EDITION is planned for whenever 
you have sent in enough items!  Please send 
your prayer requests, details of websites 
that you have found useful in this non-Mass 
time. Also any other particularly exceptional 
resources you have found that you could 
share with others. Anything you feel can be 
shared with our Catholic community… it 
would be great to hear from you 
catholicleamington.extra@gmail.com 

During this time of isolation and uncertainty it is 
particularly appropriate that the Church has designated 
2020 as a year for us to turn back to 
reading the Bible and listening to ‘The 
God Who Speaks’. This year is the 10th 
anniversary of Pope Benedict XVI’s 
Apostolic Exhortation on the Bible 
entitled Verbum Domini in which he 
says: “The word of God draws each of 
us into a conversation with the Lord, 
the God who speaks and teaches us 
how to speak to Him.” It is also the 
1,600th anniversary of the death of St 
Jerome who first translated the 
Scriptures from Hebrew and Greek 
into Latin. 

The Church says that Scripture is at the centre of 
everything that we do and the Word of God shapes our 
prayer and worship. The Bible shows us how to 
understand the world and how we are called to live and 
relate to each other. 

“Dear brothers and sisters, let us make room inside 
ourselves for the Word of God! Each day, let us read a 
verse or two of the Bible. Let us begin with the Gospel. Let 
us keep it open on our table, carry it in our pocket or bag, 
read it on our cell phones, and allow it to inspire us daily. 
We will discover that God is close to us, that he dispels our 
darkness and, with great love, leads our lives into deep 
waters.” Pope Francis, January 2020 

Many of us have already started reading our Bibles 
again, discovering a fresh source of hope and 
consolation at this difficult time. It might be through 

Bible Apps, or an online version on our Kindles or 
phones or it may be a well-loved printed copy. We are 

blessed with so many ways to read Scripture and 
there are lots of resources available for young 
people and for parents to share with their 
children. This will help them to become familiar 
with their Bibles, and the wonderful stories of 
God’s love and protection in difficult times. 

We also encounter Scripture when we follow the 
daily Mass readings as we participate in the live-
streaming of Mass. In the Easter Octave we read 
especially the Acts of the Apostles to see how the 
disciples of Jesus reacted to that first Easter, 
when their disappointment, confusion and fear at 
his cruel death turned to jubilation and joy at his 

resurrection. In this story of the early church we can be 
encouraged as we witness how God miraculously 
intervenes in the lives of His followers to bring healing 
and wholeness to others through them and how the 
Holy Spirit gave them the courage and passion to spread 
the Gospel message in a hostile world. 

Here is a prayer we can use before reading the 
Scriptures: 

Risen Lord, your disciples walking on the road to 
Emmaus began to sense your presence as you 
explained the Scriptures to them. As we study the 
Scriptures today may our hearts burn too, kindled by 
the Spirit, with the love of God, and the delight of your 
teaching, that we may see with your eyes, heal with 
your hands, walk in your ways and love with your heart. 
Amen. 

Justice & Peace e-news 
 

J&P has a circulation list for occasional notices 

and information about J&P, LiveSimply and 

CAFOD news. There are about thirty-six people on 

the list. PERHAPS you don’t know it exists! Ideally 

we’d like everyone in the parish who is on email to 

receive them! Do sign up by sending a request 

to cl.jandp@gmail.com 

SPAN has sent out more than sixty vouchers to needy families through our 
Catholic Primary schools, amounting to over £ 2,000, recognising the very 
difficult situation many of the local families of Catholic Leamington are in 
at present. All our core beneficiaries will continue to be supported during 
the Coronavirus outbreak. This is possible due to the generosity in Catholic 
Leamington of people who have made out Bank Standing Orders and where 
possible associated Gift Aid, so we are not dependant on collection box 
donations. Updated Standing Order and Gift Aid forms are on the parish 
website catholicleamington.org.uk/span 

Paul Hayden 

June Palmer 
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