
 1 

Warwick Deanery Evangelisation Team 
 

Minutes of meeting 3pm Monday 1st March 2021 by Zoom 
 

Prayers to the Holy Spirit and for Non-churchgoing Catholics 
1 Welcome and apologies 
Present Peter Dimambro, Aidrie Felix, Paul Northam, Fr. Benedict Skipper and Jenny Warr (by 
phone link). 
Apologies Peter Shiels 
 
2 Matters arising from minutes of last meeting 12th January 
a) Lent 2021 
Various Lenten retreats and other spiritual helps had been advertised in the Catholic Leamington 
newsletter. 
b) Other promotions and advertising 
A regular request to promote parish groups and teams on the Catholic Leamington website has 
been made. 
c) Meeting with clergy 26th January 
This was a follow-up from the last Team meeting to update the clergy on the activities of the Team 
(see separate notes of meeting).  
 
3 Keeping in Touch - KIT 
At the last meeting (Item 4 b) a new ‘Keeping in touch with you’ leaflet was being used but action 
had to be suspended due to coronavirus. An idea came up regarding the parish census that took 
place at St Peter’s church in 2014 and a KIT Team of 11 has just been set up. The team is to 
contact those parishioners by phone that completed a census form. Peter and Margaret are 
keeping control and will take some follow-up action such as emailing or sending letters where 
appropriate. They devised a procedure outline and just done a trial run. Parishioners who have in 
recent years completed a contact card to say they are new to the parish are also being contacted.    
 
There is a meeting on 3rd March by Zoom with Fr. John and the KIT team to plan the approach and 
procedures. Follow-up recording sheets are being used. The main aims are to ‘keep in touch’, note 
any changes and ask if there are any particular needs. 
 
The Procedure outline and follow-up action sheet were discussed. It was recognised how 
important it was to keep contact and help parishioners to be part of the church family. Paul said 
that similar telephone contacts in other parishes in the archdiocese were well received. 
 
The main issue on encouraging parishioners back to the Catholic community was that churches 
were now at capacity and additional Masses were now essential. 
 
Fr. Benedict thought that lists should be made of the sick who asked to be visited and for those 
where Holy Communion at home was needed so that, when restrictions are lifted, they can then be 
visited. 
For St Peter’s and Our Lady’s Lillington, requests for baptism and marriage should be passed to 
the parish office. For first Holy Communion and Confirmation requests, they should be sent to the 
appropriate Catholic school but if the child is in a non-Catholic school they should be sent to the 
parish office. 
 
Peter had outlined the initiative at the last ‘Evangelisation Meet-up’ on16th February. 
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4 Evangelisation fieldworker Paul Northam   
a) Evangelisation Meet-ups (Birmingham Archdiocese)  
Peter said that he had attended the lunchtime ‘Evangelisation Meet-ups’ by Zoom run by Paul 
Northam and Natalie Orefice on 26th January and 16th February. He found them useful to see what 
some other parishes were doing with opportunities of sharing good practice. Several other 
parishes in the archdiocese were represented.  
 
Paul said these ‘Evangelisation Meet-ups’ were a monthly open house and an opportunity to share 
ideas, there is a link onto the Evangelisation Blog. 
Other items of interest included:- Holy Week Voices with a Lent reflection hour, many great 
resources for Lent, Conference on the new Directory for Catechesis on 12th March, Sycamore on 
23rd March. 
There is a new partnership between Birmingham Archdiocese and Southwark  Archdiocese on 
evangelisation with more information to follow. Also coming is the continuing use of volunteers.                       
 
5 Divine Renovation and re-engaging parishes 
Work is taking place on creating a new resource for the archdiocese’s vision for evangelisation. 
See also item 7 a). 
 
6 Reports from parishes/churches 
a) St Peter’s 
The weekly RCIA sessions being held by Zoom (led by Margaret Dimambro and Gareth Astell) are 
continuing. Fr. Benedict gives input at the meetings or by YouTube if necessary. 
Peter had delivered the Lent ‘Walk with me’ booklets to a number of known non-churchgoers.  
Newsletter Extra was used to advertise Sharing my Faith Journey. 
b) Our Lady’s 
Although there was no report, Peter said that telephone calls had been made to those who had 
been to Mass and had given their contact details.   
c) St Francis, Kenilworth 
Peter Shiels had given a written report. Parts were read out covering the useful ‘Walk with me’ 
Lent booklets, Friends of the holy Land resources, Adoration and Benediction last week for 
vocations, Thursday’s Stations of the Cross (well supported), Rosary and Benediction 9th March. 
One parishioner had been appointed as Chief Operations Officer for the archdiocese. 
d) Our Lady and St Benedict, Southam  
Aidrie said that weekend Masses were also now live streamed. There are no weekday Masses. 
There is a Wednesday Rosary Group who meet by Zoom. During Lent, on a Thursday, a group of 
four, with Fr. Arul, are in their third week of six on the Sycamore programme.  
 
7 AOB 
a) Catholic Leamington Parish Council 
Fr. Benedict said that there was no news on the resumption of the parish council. 
Paul said that Divine Renovation were encouraging parishes to have a Leadership Team and a 
parish in Stoke-on-Trent had a team. Co-responsibility and collaborative ministry between clergy 
and parishioners is becoming more important. More information is coming. 
b) Catholic Leamington - Easter and Divine Mercy Sunday 
Peter is to draft an up-to-date leaflet, when details of the services are known, for distribution as in 
previous years. It will be sent to the Team for their views and then to Fr. John for approval. 
 
Next meeting  3pm Monday 10th May by Zoom    
Closing prayers 
Our Lady of Fatima – Pray for us       
St. Cardinal John Newman – Pray for us  
Blessed Dominic Barberi – Pray for us 
St. David – Pray for us 


